Running Head: DEALING WITH DISABILITIES                                                                        1


DEALING WITH DISABILITIES                                                                                                  4








[bookmark: _GoBack]Identifying and Handling Individuals with Disabilities
Name
Institution


Identifying and handling individuals with disabilities
In a general description, disability is any physical or mental disorder that inhibits a person from carrying out daily activities. According to Roth and McDermott and Varenne, disability can be identified at a medical and social level. The ability to perform different activities due to a disorder affects the everyday life of a person. Personhood is determined by personal traits, which result from cognitive, verbal, and physical abilities. Educators and scientists use the attributes in identifying, testing, and treating different forms of disabilities. They evaluate the behavior and responses of the affected individuals using the assessments and categorize them depending on their responses. The experts believe that grouping the disabled persons help in determining the best ways of handling the individuals, especially at school.
McDermott and Varenne provide a different perspective of understanding disability. They propose the use of medical and social models to classify the weaknesses and abilities of people. According to their explanation, there are some positive and negative ways that define everyday’s life of people with disabilities. However, the categories used to identify and treat disabilities can create more harm to the people diagnosed. For example, when the affected individuals are grouped together with an intended purpose, some people in the community might stigmatize the disabled based on their challenges. Stigma makes disabled people develop low self-esteem, which eventually causes the condition worse (McDermott & Varenne, 1989, p30). Like in Adam’s case, the problem is said to have extended due to the issue of categorizing.
The views of both authors show ways in which someone can use a situated approach to understand people with disabilities. Situated learning is a method where students learn through active participation. In such cases, experiments are used to engage learners and to ensure that they understand theoretical knowledge in practical basis. According to Roth and Varenne, this approach is suitable for people with disability because they get opportunities to explore and showcase their ability. Varenne explains how Adam suffers from a learning disability. The situated approach can be used to help other students with a similar disability. The approach can be applied to boost concentration and tailor different activities based on the special needs of each learner in a classroom (Roth, 2018, p70). Roth also provides that the method is suitable for stimulating development for autistic children.
According to the study and information provided by the authors, Autism is one of the leading types of disability that affects the learning behavior of school-going children. Medical specialist and other individuals who interact with the children at a community level can help in identifying the weaknesses of each learner. Categories can help in different grouping disabilities to look for a common solution. However, the methods of categorizing should be used wisely to avoid stigma. Psychological science provides a variety of information necessary for handling individuals with disabilities. According to the case studies provided by the authors, tailored teaching methods are crucial in improving the quality of education for special needs children. Individuals who have undergone specialized learning systems like the situated approach have proved that people with disabilities are talented.
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